
HELSINKI and OSPAR COMMISSIONS HELCOM/OSPAR TG BALLAST 10-2019   

Joint HELCOM/OSPAR Task Group on Ballast Water Management Convention Exemptions   
Ninth Meeting   
Tallinn, Estonia, 17-18 December 2019   
 

Document title Outcomes of relevant HELCOM meetings 
Code 2-1 
Category INF 
Agenda Item 2 - Feedback from Relevant Bodies 
Submission date 27.11.2019 
Submitted by HELCOM Secretariat 
Reference Outcome of MARITIME 19-2019 

 

Background 
This document contains extracts from MARITIME 19-2019 (23-26 September, Lisbon, Portugal) which 
are of relevance for TG BALLAST. 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and make use of it as appropriate.  

 
  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/MARITIME%2019-2019-582/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20MARITIME%2019-2019.pdf
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Outcomes of relevant HELCOM meetings 
Matters arising from MARITIME 19-2019 

The Meeting:  

- took note of the information on the outcomes of other meetings within the framework of HELCOM 
held in the intersessional period (document 2-1), including the Ninth Meeting of the Joint HELCOM-
OSPAR Task Group on Ballast Water Management Convention Exemptions (HELCOM/OSPAR TG 
BALLAST 9-2018), 13-14 December 2018 in Gothenburg, Sweden.  

Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

BSAP actions 

The Meeting:  

- congratulated Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania for ratifying the BWM Convention. The meeting noted 
information by Poland that their act for ratification of the Convention is currently in parliament 
and that ratification is expected later this year. 

Objectives 

The Meeting:  

- proposed revisions on the existing management objectives for maritime activities and offshore 
installations, as follows (with the full revised list of objectives included in Annex 3): replace the 
term “alien species” with “non-indigenous” species.  

Sufficiency of measures 

The Meeting:  

- took note that thematic BSAP UP workshops will be convened in spring 2020 to propose new 
actions for the updated BSAP based on the results of the SOM analysis, the proposals on new 
actions submitted through synopses, and the review of existing HELCOM actions by Working 
Groups. The meeting noted the proposal by HELCOM SOM 2-2019 to convene a thematic workshop 
on 18-20 May 2020 covering maritime activities, input of underwater noise and non-indigenous 
species, and response actions to accidents at sea. 

- took note of the work on update on the SOM analysis for non-indigenous species (document 3-8). 

- took note of the list of measures to address non-indigenous species (NIS) and validated the 
preliminary assessment of contribution of different activities to the introduction of non-indigenous 
species (Table 1 and Annex 3 of document 3-8). 

- noted that the approach presented in document 3-8 considered the introduction of non-
indigenous species from different activities and not individual vectors such as ballast water or 
biofouling. The meeting agreed that differentiating between different vectors was important, as 
the measures to prevent species introductions would likely differ between the two. The meeting 
invited the Secretariat to verify how this can be achieved in the analysis of sufficiency of measures.  

- noted that natural spread is not included in the model (Figure 2 presented in document 3-8) and 
that Figure 2, if represented alone without Figure 1 or without an additional clarification, can be 
misinterpreted.  

- encouraged the Contracting Parties to submit nominations for national experts in measures to 
control NIS introductions to participate in the effectiveness of measures survey to be distributed 
online at a later date. 

Proposed new BSAP actions 

The Meeting:  

- discussed the proposal for amendments to the BSAP by Finland (document 3-6). The meeting 
noted that some of the proposals (e.g. underwater noise, biofouling and GHG) are related to 
matters currently under consideration by the IMO. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM-OSPAR%20TG%20BALLAST%209-2018-556/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20TG%20BALLAST%209-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM-OSPAR%20TG%20BALLAST%209-2018-556/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20TG%20BALLAST%209-2018.pdf
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- supported the proposed actions on enhancing mitigation measures to reduce greenhouse gases 
and on biofouling, noting a comment that the work could include elaboration of the IMO 
Biofouling Guidelines. 

Intersessional work 

The Meeting:  

- agreed to set up a Correspondence Group on BSAP update under the Maritime Working Group 
with the Terms of Reference set out in Annex 4 and to convene an intersessional Meeting of the 
Maritime Working Group, tentatively on 16-17 March 2020 hosted by the Secretariat in Helsinki, 
Finland, to further work on existing actions and review proposals on new actions for the BSAP. The 
meeting welcomed the offer by Sweden (Ms. Nariné Svensson) to act as coordinator of the 
Correspondence Group. The Contracting Parties and observers are invited to nominate 
participants to the Correspondence Group to the Secretariat (markus.helavuori@helcom.fi) by 4 
October 2019. 

Ballast water and biofouling 

Ratification and implementation of BWM Convention 

The Meeting:  

- took note of the information by Poland that their act for ratification of the BWM Convention is 
currently in parliament and that ratification is expected later this year. 

- took note of the Outcome of HELCOM-OSPAR TG BALLAST 9-2018 held on 13-14 December 2018 
in Gothenburg, Sweden (document 4-1). 

- discussed the proposal by Finland, Germany and Lithuania to widen the mandate and the Terms 
of Reference of HELCOM-OSPAR TG BALLAST, 2017-2020 (document 4-4).  

- stressed the importance of finalizing the work on the Joint Harmonized Procedure (JHP) in the 
current TG BALLAST during 2019, in order for the Task Group to be able to take on new tasks. 
Noting concerns expressed with regard to different experts possibly needed for biofouling and 
ballast water respectively, it was agreed that the different topics should be discussed on separate 
days in meetings of the Task Group.  

- agreed on widening the scope and renaming TG BALLAST to “Joint HELCOM/OSPAR Task Group on 
the Ballast Water Management Convention (BWMC) and Biofouling”, as proposed in document 4-
4. 

- Having made some revisions to the draft Terms of Reference following discussion, the meeting 
agreed on the draft revised Terms of Reference as set out in Annex 5 and agreed to propose to 
HOD 57-2019 that the mandate of TG BALLAST should be extended until 2024, subject to 
consideration and agreement by OSPAR EIHA in April 2020. 

- further noted that the current Terms of Reference would still be valid until approval by both 
HELCOM and OSPAR, enabling the on-going work could be concluded.  

- took note of the information on the status of early warning system and generation of a list of 
surveyed ports (document 4-6). 

- noted that the list of surveyed ports contains ports following the HELCOM/OSPAR Joint 
Harmonized Procedure (JHP), while other surveys may also have been undertaken in other ports. 
The meeting agreed that an expanded list of ports would be useful as well and consequently agreed 
to invite Contracting Parties to provide to the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) information on 
all port surveys conducted in ports. The meeting invited other relevant working groups to share 
information. The meeting agreed that the matter should be further considered by TG BALLAST 10-
2019.  

- took note of the information on ballast water exchange in the Baltic Sea submitted by Germany 
(document 4-5). 

- agreed on a common understanding that ballast water exchange is not a suitable option in the 
Baltic Sea area, taking also into account IMO BWM.2/Circ.63, which provides guidance on the 
application of the BWM Convention to ships operating in sea areas where ballast water exchange 

mailto:markus.helavuori@helcom.fi
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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in accordance with regulation B-4.1 and D-1 is not possible. The ,eeting agreed that the Contracting 
Parties are to communicate this common understanding to port authorities in the Baltic Sea region. 
The meeting further invited the Secretariat to forward the information to OSPAR. 

Regionally harmonized A-4 exemptions and related risk assessments 

- took note of the information that Denmark and Sweden have completed a study regarding the 
application of the “same risk area” in Kattegat and Øresund, with the purpose to investigate the 
potential for establishing a Same Risk Area. A report detailing the study is available online. As part 
of the project, a software tool used to delineate the Same Risk Area has been made available as 
freeware including a user manual (https://github.com/IBMlib/SRAAM).  

- noted that a presentation of the study was conducted during TG BALLAST 9-2018 and an 
information document was submitted to MEPC 74 in May 2019. 

- further noted that Danish and Swedish authorities are currently discussing the results of the study, 
the potential for establishing a Same Risk Area and the procedures for applications for an 
exemption according to the BWM Convention. 

Other BWM related activities 

The Meeting: 

- took note of the information on the status of the project “Completing management options in the 
Baltic Sea Region to reduce risk of invasive species introduction by shipping (COMPLETE), 2017-
2020” (document 4-7). 

- noted information on the COMPLETE Stakeholder Conference “Towards solutions for sustainable 
shipping and boating: better biofouling and ballast water management” to be held on 4-5 
December 2019 in Jurmala, Latvia, with the deadline for registration on 4 October 2019.  

Biofouling 

The Meeting: 

- considered the Concept for a Regional Baltic Biofouling Management Roadmap submitted by 
Germany, Finland and Poland (document 4-2), supported the development of the Roadmap and 
provided the following comments to develop the Roadmap further:  

• to include in-water cleaning, and to consider the on-going work under the Pressure 
Working Group related to antifouling paints in relation to pleasure craft; 

• to consider position statements on work done according to the IMO Biofouling Guidelines 
and Guidance for pleasure craft as available on the EBA website; 

• to consider salinity and depth influence on biofouling growth and minimization on 
recreational boats; and 

• to note that the use of recreational boats has changed, and that their irregular use makes 
the minimization of biofouling more complicated. 

- took note of the clarification that the Roadmap also addresses leisure boats and related 
comments above (paragraph 4.18) are already taken into account. 

- discussed and agreed on the process to share the further developed Regional Baltic Biofouling 
Management Roadmap with HELCOM for consideration with the understanding that the 
COMPLETE project will conclude its activities in 2020, with the intention to submit the final 
Roadmap to HELCOM HOD for approval and adoption in due course. 

- agreed that a BSAP action on biofouling should be considered in the Correspondence Group on 
the BSAP update under the Maritime Working Group established under Agenda Item 3.  

- took note of the Outcome of a biofouling workshop held on 4-5 April 2019 in Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands (document 4-3). 

- discussed whether the separation of ballast water, biofouling and anti-fouling systems into 
agenda items 4 and 8 should be maintained, or whether other solutions should be considered. 
The meeting concluded that the topics could be merged under the same agenda item. 

http://www.aqua.dtu.dk/-/media/Institutter/Aqua/Publikationer/Forskningsrapporter_301_351/335-2018-Same-Risk-Area-Case-study-Final-report.ashx
https://github.com/IBMlib/SRAAM
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/complete/
https://www.balticcomplete.com/news/conference
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Other matters related to non-indigenous species 

The Meeting: 

- took note of the information from the EU on the update of the list of species of concern currently 
on-going under Regulation (EU) 1143/2014 on invasive alien species which will include only one 
fish species, eel catfish, which is neither a species associated to ballast water nor biofouling. 

Anti-fouling systems 

The Meeting: 

- noted that PRESSURE 9-2018 (10-12 October 2018) had considered a proposal by Finland and 
comments by Sweden regarding the update of HELCOM Recommendation 20/4 on Antifouling 
paints containing organotin compounds and that the matter will be resumed at PRESSURE 11-2019 
(23-25 October 2019). 

- noted a comment by Germany that copper is not a core indicator in the MSFD descriptor for 
hazardous substances. The meeting agreed that proposing it to become a core indicator may be 
useful, in order to be able to evaluate the effects of any measures taken with regard to copper 
based AFS. The meeting invited PRESSURE 11-2019 to take note of this comment.  

- noted developments within the IMO regarding the amendment of the AFS Convention to prohibit 
the use of cybutryne. The meeting noted that PPR 6 had agreed that the substance should be 
added to the Annex of the AFS Convention, but at MEPC 74 concerns had been expressed with 
regard to the consequences of removal of cybutryne from ships’ hulls. The matter will be 
considered by PPR 7 in 2020 and a submission by the EU Member States is being prepared in this 
regard. The matter of using sealer coatings instead of removing AFS containing cybutryne will be 
considered. 

Any other business 

Other issues 

The Meeting: 

- noted the request for input on research and knowledge needs as contribution to the HELCOM 
Science Agenda (document 13-2), which had been circulated by the Secretariat to HELCOM 
Working Groups and associated expert groups, networks etc. 

- considered the proposals received by the deadline of 16 August 2019 (document 13-11). In 
discussing the proposal by Denmark related to biofouling, the meeting considered the need to 
await the outcomes of the COMPLETE project on this matter. Also, for indicative sampling of ballast 
water, the meeting noted that for bacteria the D-2 standard of the BWM Convention does not set 
out size-classes. The meeting invited Denmark and Germany to submit a redrafted proposal to the 
Secretariat, taking into account the comments made. 

Election of Chair and Vice-Chairs 

The Meeting:  
- elected Ms. Susanne Heitmüller, Germany, as Chair and re-elected Ms. Natalia Kutaeva, Russia, 

and Mr. Jorma Kämäräinen, Finland, as Vice-Chairs of HELCOM MARITIME for the next two-year 
period (2020-2021). 

Future work and meetings 

The Meeting: 
- expressed its appreciation for the confirmation by Sweden to host MARITIME 20-2020 in 

Norrköping with dates to be confirmed at a later stage by Sweden in consultation with the 
Secretariat.  

- welcomed the offer by Denmark to investigate possibilities to host MARITIME 21-2021. 
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